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LINCOLN  STATUE  HISTORY 

I  was  requested  by  Dr.  George  Stimeling  to  serve  as  the  "creation 
member"  of  tho  City  of  Blooming  ton  Bicentennial  Committee,,   Mayor  Wi 
Bittner  had  desired  a  committee  to  represent  the  business,  education,  oocial 
and  various  cultural  aspects  of  the  City  in  the  planning  for  bhe  266th 
National  Birthday  on  July  i|.,  1976&   It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  on  this 
committee  of  seven   interested  citizens  (refer  to  Bi-Cenbennial  Pr 

After  the  initial  meeting  of  the  City  Bi-Centennial  Committee  on 
evening  of  Jan.  23,  1975, 
I  wrote  a  letter  the  next  c,. . 

education  which  was  Mr.  Robert  looming  I 

The  letter  contained  among  other  information  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Fraker  asked  for  any  expression  of  personal  project  ideas,, 
Thus,  something  that  could  be  viewedin  future  years.   I  mentioned 
that  (Mr.)  A.  Lincoln  had  a  very  major  association  with  early 
Bloomington  and  yet  there  is  no  statue  of  him  in  this  city.' 
I  placed  on  record  tho  idea  that  Local  History  Seminar  and/or 
American  History  Section  (students)  will  sponsor  a  drive  for 
collections  for  a  "Statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln"  similar  to 
(Mr,)  Asahel  Gridley  in  the  Courthouse.   It  was  further  discu 
the  possibility  of  said  :  ;  in  th        bule 

County  Service  building  and/or  Sity  Building, 
matter. " 

My  *Mv^h  p«>r^pns  thoughts  of  Mr.  Lincoln  occurred  nearly  forty  years 
ago.   The  image  of  "Mr.  Lincoln  in  bloomington"  developed  in  my  mind, 
perhaps,  in  the  year  of  1937  or  1938.   My  parents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  E, 
Fairfield,  came  often  to  Bloomington0   Mv  Father,  who  was  Editor  ana 
Publisher  of  The  Sibley  Journal,  encouraged  my  reading  of  newspapers  and 
his  bory. 

Thus  as  I  stood  at  a  5  and  10^  Store  counter  (the  old  Woolwortb  on 
North  Main?)  with  a  young  boy's  interest  in  a  new  comb,"  I  was  surprised 
beyond  words  to  see  Mr.  Lincoln  standing  right  next  to  me.'"   The  memory 
shall  always  remain  crystal  clear  -  "he  stood  on  my  left  side." 

"I  was  tall  in  the  7th  grade  but  Mr.  Lincoln  towered  over  me  and 
he  did  wear  a  noticeably  tall  black  hat,   I  was  spechless  both  in  sur- 
prise and  respectful  awe.'  My  desire  was  to  say,  'Hello,  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
welcome  back  to  Illinois.'  "   Common  sense  told  me  that  it  was  not  really 
Mr.  Lincoln.   For  me,  at  least,  history  had  come  alive  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  here' in  Bloomington  for  mysterious-boyisb-moment-of- time.' 

I  did  not  say  anything  to  my  parents  during  the  drive  back  bh: 
eastern  McLean  County  to  Sibley  (3  miles  Into  Ford  County )c   I  wondered 
much  over  this  event.   At  this  age  history  and  literature  had  become  my 
favorite  subjects  in  school.   Mr.  D.  F.  Kauffman,  7 th  &  8th  Grades  Tc 
as  well  a3  Grade  School  Frincipal  did  very  much  to  guide  this  interest. 

-^      That' night  I  re-read  the  Daily  Pan  ba  graph,  and  found  that  "Abe  Lincoln 
in  Illinois"  was  in  production  at  the  Masonic  Temple  on  nofctoh  East  street. 
Mr.  Raymond  Massey  was  Mr.  Lincoln  ;o  me.'   I  just  knew  ac  that  mysterious 
moment  of  the  day  before  that  even  Mr.  Lincoln  had  need  to  buy  a  nei  comb  toi 


L.  S.  HISTORY,  cont'd. 


Let  us  review  some  associations  of  Mr.  Lincoln  with.  Blooming  ton* 
Other  than  his  life  In  early  New  Salem  and  later  in  Springfield,  per:, 
he  was  closer  in  both  professional  and  social  association  with  Bloomington 
than  any  other  city  in  the  State. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr.,  Lincoln: 

1.  was  an  attorney  with  a  (rented)  law  office  (upstairs)  at 

corner  of  Ma 3 n  an 
2„  was  a  close  friend    .  D,   ■  ...;,..,,. 

and  other  Bloomln,       is; 
_^o  had  an  option  to  buy  bwo  lots  on  East  Jefferson  street; 
l\..     travelled  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Illinois  out  of 

*  Bloomington  in  various  directions'  many  times; 
J?,  gave  an  important  speech  here  per  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act 

in  1856  (called  the  "Lost  Speech"  by  many);  and 
6.  served  as  an  attorney  for  interested  parents  to  establish 
(a  tax  rate  for)  Bloomington  High  School  in  l8£7» 

What  steps  had  been  taken  in  preliminary  organization  for  the 
Lincoln  Statue  in  Bloomington?   Such  very  imports 

lifted  chronologically  as  follows: 

Jan.  2i|,  1975   V„  L0  Fairfield,  BHS  American  History  Instructor 
— '       Rnpgpstq  "Sfiftt-.ufi  of  Abraham  Lincoln"  in— mating 

to  BHS  Principal  Robert  D.  Bryant,   Will  organize 
history  students  and  "shall  punsue  the  matter." 

Feb.  6j,  1975   Mr,  F.  contacted  Mr.  Herb  Curtis,  Chairman,  Art  DepU 

BHS  for  Information  on  local  sculptures.. 

Feb.  13,  1975   Mr.  F*  called  a  local  scupture,  as  recommended, 

per  cost  estimate,  general  information  and  feasibility, 
1  VilvlliM  ^>  "*   was  much   encouraged.5"  (twice  in  early  years  some 

***'./,  A  nr     ,»  f  •  '  \'V]t     attempts  had  been  made  to  raise  at  times  $60,000  and 
Mf\l\-f\\i\'i'Wli   in?  $100,000  for  a  LIhcolo  Statue  -  both  attmpts  failed). 

April,  197&    Talked  to  sculpture  many  times  (telephone)  in  the 
(many)        evenings  per  materials  such  as  metal,  fiberglass, 
wood,  stone,  plastic,  etc   "More  encouraged  and 
metal  seems  clearly  as  best  overall-  material,'11 

June  30,  1976   Talked  again  per  "maquette"  and  very  important 
issues  of  (1)  capability;  (2)  facilities;  and 
(3)  contract,   "It  is  understood  these  are  informa- 
tive discussion' with  no  sculpture  officially 
•   ■         selected  as  yet. " 

July  1,  1976    Sculptor  at  Mr,  F. ' s  home  (1603  East  Oaklnad), 

Original  estimates  of  J7-j8,000  or  $10,000  "for  a 
-""  three-quarter  size  hollow  cooper  statue.   Full  size 

of  Mr.  "Lincoln  (6«5"  in  boots,  etc.)  would  be  " 12,500 
and/or  possibly  $13,500  per  final  completion, 
inflation  factors,  etc,   "Still  encouraged  but  fully 
realize  work  needed.   Will  recommend  this  man  as 


L.  S.  HISTORY,  cont'd.  3 

July  13*  1976    The  organizational  meeting  of  the  "Lincoln  Statue 
Committee"  now  that  there  is  monies-in-han  d. 
First  meeting  in  room  101  at  BHS  of  all  members, 

July  16  &  17*    Telephone  conversations  with  "sculptor  advisor." 
1976  Mr*  F.  suugests  bhat  he  meet  with  the  full  Commit too 

on  July  19,  1976o   It  is  understood  that  other- 
local  sculptors  (from  McLcsn  County)  -will  also  be 
intervi'       v    tl  >ir  interest  by  the  Commibt< 

In  a  return  telephone  oal]  July  19th  was  not 
satisfactory  to  meet;  however,  a  meeting 
of  July  27  was  approve  do   In  the  meantime  the 
"sculptor  advisor"  indicated  he  "would  view  the 
new  Law  Center  Building  per  possible  Statue  location. 

July  21+ ,  1976    The  "sculptor  advisor"  called  Mr.  F.  and  Indicated 
that  ,?  I  cannot  accept  the  Lincoln  Statue  work," 
Mr0  F.  "thanked  him  for  his  advice  to  date"  and 
the  discussion  was  terminated* 

July  26,  1976    Mr.  Bam  Peterson  (McLean  County  Administrator) 
&  Mr0  F„  toured  the  new  Law  &  Justice  Center  '. 
at  the  entrance;  area  for  possible ' S tatue  lo< 
Mr.  Gcno  As  bury,  Mo  C.  Property  Committee;,  will  gi\e 
us  various  recommendations  on  this  matter  for  the 
L.  S0.  Committee  to  study. 

July  27,  1976    Lincoln  Statue  Committee  meeting  and  Mr.  F.  asks 
for  consideration  and  selection  of  a  "Sculptor 
Selection  Sub-Commi ttee. "   Approved.   Sub-C.  of 
Bolin,  Masters,  Stuart,  Torporzor,  &  Fairfield. 
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To:    McLean    County   Almanac 

Do    you    know    bha t" Abraham   Lincoln    stands    again    in    Bloomington?" 
WHO   STARTED    THE   STATUE    rROJECr|in    January,    1975 J? 

He  grew  up  at  Sibley  in  nearby  Ford  County.  As  a  boy  tie  saw 
Raymond  Massey  lac  tor J  portray  Mr.  Lincoln  in  Bloomington  in  1937 
£and   always    remembered    i  t  A.    ills    Father    edited    Cne   Sibley    Journal. 

The    Total   Fund    collected   reached  #16, 1+55  C  of  which   $15,000    for 
the   Statue,    ^500    for    statue-base,    $500    for   booklet,    etc.    and   $335*52 
''surplus'*    was    given    to    the    McLean    County    Historical   Society!.       The 
Statue   Dedication    Day    was    Sunday,    August    28,    1977° 

BUDD  V.     L.     FAIRFIELD   HIS  TORY   INSTRUCTOR   AT   BLOOM  IN  GT  ON    HIGH 
SCHOOL   ORIGINATED   THE  .LINCOLN    STATUE    PROJECT.       He    has    both    the 
B c  S .    and  M.  S .     degrees    I  n    h  i  s  t  o  r  .v    f  r  om   1 1 1  i  n  o  i  s   S  t  a  t  e   Un  i  v/e  r  s  i  t  y  ► 
He    has    taken    a    year    of    study    toward   a    Doctoral    degree. 

The    Statue    Project    was    coordinated   with    the    1976    Bi-Cen tennial 
Year*      Mr.    Fairfield    organized    100    BoH. S.    "Student    Lincoln    Volunteers" 
to   help0      A    Lincoln    Citizen    Committee  ft  of    ten    people!  provided 
invaluable    advice.      ||Budd    Fairfield   has    said:    "Local    History    should    be 
remembered   and    prideful.'      I    am   very    proud    to    help   Mr„    Lincoln    stand 
again    in    Bloomington    as    he    did    in    the    l8q.0's    and    l850'So 
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TriState  Trader 


February  14,  1981 


Life  Size  Statue:   6'  4  3/4' 
Sculptor:   Keith  Knoblock 
Weight:   850  lbs. 


Forever  Young 


THIS  STATUE  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  young 
lawyer  stands  in  the  McLean  Justice  Center  in 
Bloomington,  111.  —  Wayne  Bridges 


July  27,  1981 


McLean  Justice  Center 
Bloomington,  Illinois  61701 

Dear  Sirs: 

A  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  entitled  "Forever  Young"  appeared 
in  the  Tri-State  Trader  on  February  1^,  1981.  It  depicts  Lincoln 
as  a  young  lawyer  and  stands  in  the  McLean  Justice  Center  (Xerox 
copy  enclosed). 

Our  institution  trys  to  maintain  an  up-to-date  file  on  all  heroic 
bronze  statues  of  Lincoln  along  with  any  and  all  pieces  of  Lincoln 
sculpture . 

I  would  appreciate  some  information  on  this  particular  statue  of 
Lincoln.  Is  it  a  heroic  bronze  statue?  Who  is  the  sculptor? 
When  was  it  erected  or  dedicated?  Can  you  give  me  the  height  and 
weight  of  the  statue?  Do  you  have  any  biographical  information 
on  the  statue,  the  sculptor,  any  literature,  and  a  black  and 
white  print  of  it  that  you  could  send  me,  if  available? 

Any  assistance  that  you  can  give  me  on  this  piece  of  sculpture  of 
Lincoln  for  our  files  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
MJH/vpg  Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 

Enclosure  -  )(jLA^ry+  ^^f^f 
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A.  LINCOLN 

THE  CIRCUIT  LAWYER  1839-1859  McLEAN  COUNTY.  ILLINOIS 


NOW  AVAILABLE 

A  new  Commemorative  book  published  to  celebrate 
the  dedication  of  the  first  full-sized  bronze 
statue  of  Lincoln  in  McLean  County,  Illinois. 

A  handsome  publication  of  40  pages,  it  contains 

— detailed  photos  of  the  statue 

--23  pictures  depicting  the  entire  process 

from  clay  to  bronze 
--a  history  of  Lincoln  in  McLean  County, 

covering  his  20  years  as  a  circuit  lawyer 
--a  brief  history  of  how  the  project  was 

accomplished:   A  Bicentennial  Idea 
--a  list  of  donors 

The  book  is  available  ONLY  at  the  McLean  County 
Historical  Society  museum,  one  block  east  of  the 
Law  and  Justice  Center  in  Bloomington.   The 
statue  may  be  viewed  in  the  lobby  of  the  Law  and 
Justice  Center. 

The  Society  will  also  accept  mail  orders.   Please 
make  checks  payable  to:   Lincoln  Statue  Fund. 
Send  to : 

McLean  County  Historical  Society 

201  East  Grove 

Bloomington,  Illinois   61701 


Please  clip  this  form  and  send  with  your  donation  to 

McLean  County  Historical  Society 

201  East  Grove 

Bloomington,  Illinois   61701 

I  would  like  to  order  _  _  copies  of  "A.  Lincoln:   The  Circuit  Lawyer 
1839-1859,  McLean  County,  Illinois."   I  wish  to  donate  $3.00  for  each 

copy.   Enclosed  is  a  total  of  $ .   Make  checks  payable  to: 

Lincoln  Statue  Fund.   Note:   Institutions  may  be  billed. 


Name 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip 
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DEDICATION  CEREMONY 

A.  LINCOLN:   SCULPTURE 
THE  CIRCUIT  LAWYER,  1839-1859,  McLEAN  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS 

McLean  County  Law  &  Justice  Center 
Bloomington,  Illinois 

Sunday,  August  28,  1977,  2  p.m. 

Introduction  of  County  Board  Members  and  Sculpture  Committee 

Music  -  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  Members  of  Singing  Y'ers, 

James  Ingold,  voice 
David  Baker,  drum 
Allan  Gill,  guitar 

Resume  of  the  Project  -  "I  Remember,"  V.L.  "Budd"  Fairfield 

Selected  Readings  -  from  Lincoln  letters  and  speeches  by  Kirk  Hard, 

co-creator  of  and  title-role  actor 
in  "Your  Obedient  Servant:  A.  Lincoln" 
produced  by  Great  American  People  Show 
at  New  Salem  State  Park 

Introduction  of  Sculptor,  Unveiling  and  Presentation  to  the  County  - 

Keith  Knoblock,  artist 

Acceptance  on  Behalf  of  the  County  -  James  Pemberton,  Chairman  of 

McLean  County  Board 


Master  of  Ceremonies  -  Dean  Charles  Bolen, 
College  of  Fine  Arts,  Illinois  State  University 


0 
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August  11,  1981 


V.  L.  Fairfield 
History  Department 
Bloomington  High  School 
Bloomington,  Illinois  61T01 


Dear  Mr.  Fairfield: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  information  you  sent  on  the 
life  size  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  entitled  "Forever  Young" 
sculptured  by  Keith  Knobloek  and  erected  in  Bloomington, 
Illinois . 

We  shall  add  all  of  this  data  to  our  files  pertaining 
to  this  particular  statue  of  Lincoln. 

Sincerely  yours, 


MJH/Jaf 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 


^>W     Av\^<    1&!    VW\. 


ry  Sept.,  3FS 
9-3JU-81 


Mrs.  Mary  Jase  Hubler 

L.  A.  Warre*.  Lisbcele  Library  &  Museua 

1300  S.  Cliits» 

Ft.  Wayss,   I*diasalj68ail 

Dear  Mrs.  Hubler: 

Kisdly  accept  tke  eaclesed  black  &  wkita  picture  ef  tke  Liecels  statue 

yeu  had  asked  sbeut  earlier.     Ties  dedicates  cere»»«y  -was    »«  Aug.   28,   1977 

asd  tke   f  arsis  1  *a»c  is  "A.   Liscels,   Circuit  Lawyer,   1839-1859."     Ha  did 

rest  a   law  ©ffice  kerc  is  Bleewisgt  as  and  served  is  t  ke    ftk  Judicial  Circuit 

cf  Illia»is.     Ha  was  a   clase  friewd  ef  suck  Bleewisgjbe*  lawyers  as 

David  Davis,  Jsssa  Fell,   asd  Leeward  Swett.     His  prepcrty  (at  Blsepisrtes) 

iscluded  twe  lets  em  east  Jeffersas  street  sear  tke  presest  Junior  Higk  Sckkel, 

S»«e  theugkt  ke  did  sarieusly  cewsider  st  eae  time  ef  building  a  kewe  ie 

tke   city  at  tkst  address, 

Mrs.  Barbara  ^uabar  ef  tke  McLeas  Hysterical  Seciety  kas   mucV   furtl 

isferwetien  available,     Tkis   past  suEwior  tke  Seciety  kas  gavcd  fori 

its  plaa  te  restere  asd  raaevste  tke   Liscele  Law  effica  is  BleeEia^tea.. 

V/a  are  quite  preud  ef  tke  LisCfla  ststue  asd  especially  tke  "yrass  rests" 
affert  asd  n#si«s  wkick  west  iate  it.     It  was   erigiaally  a  Ei-Ceatea*ial 
preject   started  is  tke  year  ef  1976. 


siacerely 


V-L.«Sfc&fc  Fairfield 

23968  1300  E.  North  Road 

Bloomington  (Bentown) 

Illinois  61704 
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Comments 


McLean  County 

^ugust  8,  1997" 


Gary  C.  Riss,  Chairman 
McLean  County  Board 


Barbara  Churchill,  Editor 
Volume  1997,  No.  16 
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Abraham  Lincoln  Statue  Turns  20!!!!! 

y^xgust  28,  1997 

The  Bloomington  High  School  History  Students  Lincoln  Statue  Project  was 
originally  suggested  by  McLean  County's  own  employee,  V.  L.  "Budd"  Fairfield, 
Bailiff,  (then  an  American  History  Instructor  at  BHS)  in  the  Spring  of  1 975  as  a  Bi- 
centennial Project.  In  both  1  875  and  1 890,  attempts  were  made  to  raise  funds  for 
a  Lincoln  Statue  in  McLean  County,  but  on  both  occasions,  the  projected  costs  were 
astronomical  at  $50,000  and  $  1 00,000,  respectively.  The  actual  cost  of  the  finished 
sculpture  that  adorns  our  lobby  was  $16,515.  The  sculptor,  Keith  Knoblock,  a 
member  of  Illinois  State  University's  Faculty,  completed  the  hollow  copper/ 
bronze  mix  statue  in  approximately  eight  months  and  the  dedication  was  held  on 
August  28,  1977. 


A.  Lincoln  6'4'/2"  180  lbs. 
Actual  Weight         900  lbs. 
&  "Uudd"  Fairfield 


Funding  was  officially  begun  in  August,  1975  with  a  total  of  $45.  Breakdown  of 
final  donations  included:  Schools-  $1,850;  Clubs  -SI, 300;  Small  Business  - 
$1,500;  Large  Business  -  $750;  Government  -$2,100:  Bi -Centennial  Pageant  - 

$3,750;  Individual  Contributions  from  the  "Patriots  of  1976"  -  $5,600.    Total  donations  were  $16,850.  The  $335 

surplus  from   donations  was  contributed  to  the  Mclean  County  Historical  Society. 

On  April  8,  1 975,  the  McLean  County  Board  approved  a  resolution  for  the  Lincoln  statue  to  be  placed  in  the  lobby 
of  the  newly-built  McLean  County  Law  and  Justice  Center.  The  Selection  Committee  included:  Mayor  Walter 
Bittner,  Dr.  Charles  Bolen,  Principal  Robert  Bryant  of  BHS,  Martha  Dillman,  V.L.  "Budd"  Fairfield,  Guy  Fraker, 
Elizabeth  Masters,  Barbara  Stuart,  A.  W.  Tompkins,  Sr.,  and  Thomas  R.  Torporzer. 

After  twenty  years  of  standing  guard  in  the  Mclean  County  Law  and  Justice  Center's  original  lobby,  Abraham 
Lincoln's  statue  will  be  moved  back  about  7  feet  and  be  located  in  front  of  a  column  in  our  new  lobby  sometime 
in  August  of  1997. 


Abig,  20th  Anniversary  Thank  You  to  all  the  people  who  served  on  the  Committee,  the  students  who  began 
the  project  and  all  those  who  donated  of  their  time,  talents  and  treasures  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  our  lobby 
for  generations  to  come  with  this  impressive  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Editor's  Note:  Very  special  gratitude  goes  to  "Budd"  Fairfield,  who  continued  work  on  the  Lincoln  Statue 
Project  and  did  not  falter  in  his  efforts,  but  dedicated  his  time  and  talents  to  the  memory  of  his  daughter,  Debbie, 
who  tragically  lost  her  life  at  the  age  of  20  in  a  pedestrian/vehicle  accident. 


To:    McLean    County   Almanac 


Do    you    know    bhat" Abraham  Lincoln    stands    again    in    Blooming ton?" 
WHO   STARTED    THE   STATUE    PROJECT  ^in    January,    1975$? 

He  grew  up  at  Sibley  in  nearby  Ford  County.  As  a  boy  be  saw 
Raymond  Massey  lac  tor J  portray  Mr.  Lincoln  in  Blooming ton  in  193$ 
land   always    remembered   it  J*    His    Father    edited    The    Sibley    Journal. 

The    Total    Fund    collected   reached  $16,^55  |of  which   $15,000    for 
the   Statue,    $500    for    statue-base,    $500    for    booklet,    etc,    and  1335-52 
"surplus'*    was    given    to    the    McLean    County    Historical    Society!.       The 
Statue   Dedication   Day   was    Sunday,    August   28,    1977° 

BUDD  V.     L.     FAIRFIELD   HISTORY   INSTRUCTOR   AT   BLOOM  IN  GT  ON    HIGH 
SCHOOL   ORIGINATED   THE   LINCOLN    STATUE    PROJECT.       He    has    both    the 
BoSo    and    M.S.     degrees    in    history    from    Illinois    State    Uni v/ersi ty. 
He    has    taken    a    year    of   study    toward   a    Doctoral    degree. 

Tne    Statue    Project    was    coordinated   with    the    197o    Bi-Cen tennial 
Year*      Mr*    Fairfield    organized    100    B„H.S.    "Student    Lincoln    Volunteers" 
to    help0      A    Lincoln    Citizen    Committee  £of    ten    people!  provided 
invaluable    advice.      |(Budd    Fairfield   has    said:    "Local    History    should    be 
remembered   and    prideful.'      I    am   very    proud    to    help   Mr.    Lincoln    stand 
again    in    Bloomington    as    he    did    in    the    lSqO's    and    1850's." j 
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SIM)])    V.    L.    FAIRFIELD 
Drp.im  i  r,cr,    Lincoln   Statu. 


Lincoln  to  return  to  McLean  County  in    UFt  she   statue 


Abraham  Lincoln  is  back  in  McLean 
County.    He  stands,  posed  and 
serene,  in  the  lobby  of  the  county's 
new  Law  and  Justice  Center  in 
Bloomington,  in  the  heart  of  the  area 
where  he  practiced  law  In  the  8th 
Judicial  Court,  delivered  his  "Lost 
Speech"  and  enjoyed  the  companion- 
ship of  several  figures  notable  in 
McLean  County  history. 

Lincoln,   in  this  instance,  is  a  six 
foot,  four  and  three-quarter  Inch  bronze 
statue  by  ISU  sculptor  Keith  Knoblock. 
The  statue  will  be  dedicated  in 
ceremonies  at  3:30  p.m.  Sunday, 
Aug.  28,i\orj«-{. 

The  statue  is  the  result  of  a  two- 
year  project  initiated  by  Bloomington 
historian  V.  L.  Fairfield  as  a  bicen- 
tennial project  with  his  students  at 
Bloomington  High  School .    Donations 
came  from  all  sectors  of  the  communi- 
ty—individual private  citizens  and 
students,  social  organizations , 
businesses,  civic  groups  and  the 
governments  of  both  Normal  and 
Bloomington. 

The  statue  is  the  first  full-sized 
representation  of  Lincoln  in  the  county. 

Historian  Fairfield  said  he  conceived 
of  the  Idea  for  a  statue  as  a  result  of  a 
childhood  experience  in  which  he*  found 
himself  standing  next  to  actor  Raymond 
Maesey,  who  was  in  full  Lincoln 


cz 


ii 
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costume  for  a  role  in  a  traveling  pro- 
duction of  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois.  " 

"Common  sense  told  me  that  it  was 
not  really  Mr.  Lincoln,"  Fairfield 
said,    "But  for  me,  at  least,  history 
had  come  alive,  and  Lincoln  was  here 
in  Bloomington  again,  if  only  for  a 
mysterious  boyish  moment  of  time  .  " 

That  memory,  coupled  with  an 
interest  in  history  fostered  by  his 
father,  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Sibley  Journal,   prompted  Fairfield  to 
suggest  the  statue  to  the  Bloomington 
Bicentennial  Committee,  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

After  considering  several  sculptors  , 
a  selection  committee  last  September 
awarded  the  commission  to  Knobloch, 
Ohio-born  and  educated  and  an  ISU 
faculty  member  since  1967.     Knoblock's 
work  has  been  shown  in  one-person  and 
Juried  exhibitions  throughout  the 
country.    Various  pieces  are  included 
in  the  collections  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  the  Illinois  State  Museum  in 
Springfield  and  several  universities. 

Knoblock  relied  on  pictures  of 
Lincoln  and  on  his  own  imagination  to 
create  the  sculpture,   Intended  to  depict 
Lincoln  In  his  thirties,   the  period  during 
which  he  v*as  most  closely  associated 
with  MorLean  County.     Besides  prac- 
ticing law  and  owning  property  In  *  < 

See  LINCOLN,  bazk  page. 
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Graduate  students  to  conduct  seminar 

Graduate  students  Joseph  Muhs  and  Jeff  Vance  will  present 
a  chemistry  department  seminar  on  polymers  at  1  p.m.  Friday 
In  Felmley  Hall  436. 

Meeting  Monday  on  student  employment 

The  personnel  office  has  authorized  release  time  for 
Civil  Service  employes  who  supervise  student  workers  to 
attend  a  meeting  Monday  on  procedures  and  policies  in 
student  employment.     The  meeting,  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  Old 
Main  Room  of  the  Union,  Is  to  be  conducted  by  the  financial 
aid  office . 


Delmar  reads  paper  at  Wyoming  conference 

P.  Jay  Delmar,   English,  read  a  paper,   "Textual  and 
Terminal  Comments:    Motivational  Tools  for  Composition 
Students,  "  at  the  Wyoming  Conference  on  Freshman  and 
Sophomore  English  last  month  In  Laramie. 


LINCOlN   .    .    .   from  front  page. 

Bloomlngton,   Lincoln  was  Instrumental  In  establishing  a  tax 
rate  for  Bloomlngton  High  School  and  he  drafted  documents  for 
the  establishment  of  Illinois  State  (Normal)  University. 

Knoblock  did  most  of  the  preliminary  work  on  the  sculpture 
in  the  art  foundry  of  the  Center  for  the  Visual  Arts.    He  did  the 
final  welding  in  the  Chicago  studio  of  a  teaching  colleague, 
Barry  Tlnsley.    A  commemorative  booklet  describing  the  process 
will  bo  available  for  a  nominal  foe  at  thrj  dedication. 
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Illinois  State  Report' 

Published  weekly  by  the  News  and  Publications 

Service  of  the  Division  of  Public  Affairs 

Copy  deadline  for  submitted  items  noon  Tuesday 

Editor Michael  J.  Matthew: 


Thursday 

Theatre,    "Cabaret,"  8  pm ,  Westhoff  Theatre 
Art  Exhibit,    "The  American  Farm,  J'  CVA  Gallery  1   (thru  8/3  1) 
Exhibit,    "Marmalade  Haiti-Haitian  Children's  Art,  "  Ewlng 
Museum  of  Nations 

Friday 

Theatre,    "Cabaret,"  8  pm ,  Westhoff  Theatre 

Dinner  Theatre,   "Come  Blow  Your  Horn,"  6:30  pm,  Union,  Ballroom 

Chemistry  Seminar,    1  pm ,  Felmley  436 

Saturday 

Dinner  Theatre,  'Come  Blow  Your  Horn,"  6:30  pm,  Union,  Ballroom 
Shriners  All-Star  Football  Game,   7  pm ,  Hancock  Stadium 
Theatre,    "Cabaret,"  8  pm ,  Westhoff  Theatre 

Classified  ads  .  .  . 

As  a  service  to  faculty  and  staff.  Illinois  State  Report  will  accept  up  to  five  three-line 
advertisements  per  issue.  Copy  deadline  is  noon  Tuesday  Cost  ,s  S2  per  insertion 
with  checks  to  accompany  ads.  payable  to  ISU  Printing  Services  Funds  will  defray 
cost  of  producing  Report.  Ads  will  be  accepted  on  first  come  basis  Send  to  News 
Service.  Hovey  Hall  401. 


FOR  SALE:  Books  and  records.  Art,  biography,  dictionaries, 
government,  history,  education,  psychology,  etc.  Priced 
very  reasonable.  Room  420  Schroeder  between  8-9:30  am 
and  Noon-3  pm . 

FOR  SALE:    Grand  Piano,  five  foot,  with  good  tone  and 
good  action.     $800.     Phone  452-2096  or  1-747-2614 . 

TOR  RENT:    Thrnn  bndrnom  houno.     Two  blockn  from  campus. 
Df.'ulru  m.irrr l<'d  .r:oupli'  to  iiorvo  as  housriparunta . 
Phone  452-0291  or  452-4564. 

APARTMENT  NEEDED:    For  first  semester .     Phone  6-5461, 
Ext.  34  or  452-0985. 
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FLiCK  FaCTS 


QUESTION:  Of  the  thousands 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  busts  and 
statues  around  the  world, 
what's  so  unique  about  the  one 
that  stands  in  the  foyer  of  the 
McLean  County  Law  & 
Justice  Center7 


HAGAR  THE  HORRIBLE 


Bloominqton-Normal.  Illinoi 


MARMADUKE 


THE  FAMILY  CIRCUS 


"You  taught  him  well  this  time. 
Boy,  does  he  fetch." 


"r.familycircus 

"I  didn't  REALLY  go  to  school  there. 


ANSWER:  It  is  believed  to  be  the  only  one  in  the  world  specifically  contoured  to  the  exact  height  (6-foot-4) 
and  precise  proportions  of  Abe's  body.  Now  23  years  old,  the  Bloomington  statue  was  the  idea  of 
Bloomington  history  aficionado  V.L  "Budd"  Fairfield  and  was  crafted  by  noted  local  sculptor  Keith  Knoblock. 
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